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The landscape of the Southern Baltic region is dotted with a significant number 

of small towns, many of which trace their history back to the sudden explosion of 

urban life during the 12th and 13th centuries. This volume compiles a number of 

contributions, documenting the earliest phases of selected urban settlements in 

Denmark, Northern Germany, Poland, and Estonia. Particular attention is given to 

the relationship between emerging towns, their burghers, and the feudal lordship, 

including their castles.  

The contributors to this volume are academics, representing universities and re- 

search institutions from Denmark, Estonia, Germany, and Norway. They present the 

results of their latest research, contributing to a better understanding of the urban 

form, its history, and urban life in the Middle Ages.
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