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Markus Enders
Foreword

It is a great pleasure and also an honour for me to be able to
write a foreword to this first, programmatic volume Trinitarian
Ontologies: Towards a Trinitarian Transformation of Philosophy in
the newly founded series Studies on Triadic Ontology and Trinit-
arian Philosophy published by Alber Verlag. This foreword is not
intended to anticipate anything that the co-editor of this volume,
Eduard Fiedler, has written in his introduction to this volume about
its programmatic orientation, which I strongly recommend every
reader of this volume to read. Instead, I would like to write about
the circumstances that led to the founding of this series, whose
programme is admittedly not in the mainstream of either contem-
porary or traditional philosophy and theology since the 13th century.
For the divine Trinity has, with few exceptions, been regarded in
Western thought since Thomas Aquinas as the peculiar, special sub-
ject of the Christian doctrine of God, which differs significantly
from the philosophical doctrine of God in this respect, because for
philosophy the Trinitarian mode of God’s existence, as believed in
Christianity, is not an attainable object of knowledge. But what are
the historical roots of this prejudice?

After the flourishing of genuinely philosophical Trinity argu-
ments in the 12th century, the comprehensive reconstruction of
which was carried out by one of the contributors to this volume,
Jonas Narchi, as part of his forthcoming dissertation at the Uni-
versity of Heidelberg entitled “Philosophische Trinititsargumente
im 12. Jahrhundert. Kultur-, religions- und philosophiehistorische
Zuginge” (“Philosophical arguments for the Trinity in the 12th cen-
tury. Cultural, religious and philosophical-historical approaches”),
the conviction prevailed in Christian theology from the first half of
the 13th century onwards that the divine Trinity was not an object
of research in philosophy that could be reached by natural reason,
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was not a sola ratione, i. e. by the natural reason of man alone, recog-
nisable object, but a component of the doctrine of God exclusively
of Christian theology. Narchi has provided three plausible reasons
for this fateful development, which can be traced for the first time
in the main work of William of Auxerre (1140/45-1231), his Summa
aurea, written between 1215 and 1229: firstly — and this reason is
the most relevant one - the increasing reception of Aristotelian
metaphysics from around 1200 with its absolutisation of a posteriori
conclusions as the only possible conclusions in the doctrine of God;
secondly, the disciplinary separation between philosophy and theo-
logy associated with the founding of the universities; and thirdly, the
further development and consolidation of the Trinitarian doctrine
of appropriation. William of Auxerre developed an argument that
became common property of scholastic theology and which is based
on the Aristotelian thesis that the only way to recognise God philo-
sophically is to draw a conclusion from the creatures to the Creator:
As effects of their ontological cause, these created beings reflect
certain attributes of their Creator. The natural knowledge of God
is thus only gained through a posteriori inferences. For the Trinity
arguments, however, this thesis means that only a posteriori rational
inferences from the basic ontological constitution of creatures to
the existence and basic essential characteristics of their Creator are
possible, but no longer to his immanent, trinitarian mode of being,
because God can only create the world as one active principle and
not as three different active principles, because, as William of Aux-
erre expressed it in the formula which goes back to Augustine and
has become classic, that “the works of the Trinity are undivided”
(indivisa sunt opera trinitatis),! i. e. the divine causality ad extra is
undivided, i. e. the divine causality ad extra can only be an effect of
the simple divine essence and thus of the entire divinity, but not of
individual divine persons. While this opera indivisa rule (according
to its designation by Narchi) is borrowed from the patristic tradition,
the a posteriori rule (also according to Narchi) for human knowledge
of God goes back to the metaphysics of Aristotle. However, a com-
bination of these two rules, which High Scholasticism had adopted
as its own, makes genuinely philosophical arguments for the Trinity
largely impossible. For if it is not possible for us humans to recognise

1 Cf. Wilhelm of Auxerre, Summa Aurea, lib. III, tract. 12, cap. 8, q. 1, 234.
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God a priori, but only a posteriori, namely on the basis of God’s
creative effects, then if these two rules are adhered to, then object-
ively sufficient or rationally compelling philosophical arguments for
the Trinity (with one exception) become impossible. It is precisely
this consequence for all philosophical arguments for the Trinity that
Thomas Aquinas explicitly draws in his doctrine of the Trinity:?
because, according to Thomas, the natural reason of man can only
arrive at the knowledge of God as the Creator by starting from the
creatures, but the creative power of God is common to the whole
Trinity and consequently belongs to the unity of the divine essence
and not to the distinction of the divine persons, the natural reason
of man cannot arrive at the knowledge of the divine Trinity, which is
therefore reserved for supernatural faith.

William of Auxerre’s doctrine of the Trinity can therefore be
used to demonstrate that at the beginning of the 13th century, the
possibility of philosophical arguments for the Trinity was negated
or excluded due to the reception of Aristotelian metaphysics with
its exclusive definition of the a posteriori path of knowledge of the
metaphysical principle as the only possible form of human know-
ledge of God, furthermore due to a methodological and disciplinary
separation of philosophy and theology and finally also due to the
establishment and consolidation of the Trinitarian doctrine of ap-
propriation. However, this historical development in the mainstream
of the 13th century did not make philosophical arguments for the
Trinity impossible, neither from the point of view of intellectual
history nor in substance. In terms of intellectual history, Raimundus
Lullus in the late Middle Ages and Nicholas of Cusa, Thomas Cam-
panella and Johann Amos Comenius in the early modern period
in particular made significant efforts in favour of philosophical argu-
ments for the Trinity. In principle, philosophical Trinity arguments
are also possible after and despite the veto of the doctrinal authority
of Thomas Aquinas, namely in two different ways: firstly, as a priori
arguments in the manner of, for example, Richard of Saint Victor’s
so-called caritas argument, because a statement cannot only be made
about God’s relationship to creation: for it is true that God’s creat-
ive activity only allows conclusions to be drawn about the divine
essence and not about the divine persons, i. e. the aforementioned

2 Cf. Thomas Aquinas, Summa theologica, Ia, q. 32, art. 1.
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opera indivisa rule is really correct or valid. However, insights into
the inner divine life and being and thus into the divine Trinity can
also be gained, for example, from an analysis of the concept of the
recognising spirit (as in Anselm of Canterbury) or of the concept
of love (as in Richard of Saint Victor). And secondly even if the
Aristotelian a posteriori rule (and in any case the opera indivisa
rule) for human knowledge of God is observed and acknowledged,
philosophical arguments for the Trinity remain possible — precisely
when an ontological property of the creaturely world is traced back
to an attribute of God that can be shown to have a Trinitarian
structure in itself, as the aforementioned dissertation of Narchi on
the unitas argument of Theoderic of Chartres and on the pluralitas
argument of Achard of Saint Victor has impressively demonstrated.
For it is precisely then that the act of creation can be conceived as
the expression of a necessarily triune principle, without this being
divided into three actors. Consequently, although the provisional
end of philosophical Trinity arguments at the turn of the 13th cen-
tury is the beginning of a fateful development, it should not be
understood as the definitive end of philosophical Trinity arguments
altogether.

In the 20th century, this insight was at least implicitly adopted
by the so-called Trinitarian Ontology as the school of thought that
sees finite being as an image of an immanently trinitarian structured
Absolute and therefore sees the actual ground of determination of
the consequently triadically constituted finite being in its inner, trin-
itarian mode of being. This refers to the school of thought that was
called Trinitarian Ontology by Clemens Kaliba and Klaus Hemmerle
following Antonio Rosmini and his student Michele F. Sciacca. Oth-
er important representatives of this Trinitarian Ontology in the Ger-
man-speaking world include Theodor Haecker (in his debate with
Erich Przywara), Hans-Eduard Hengstenberg with his philosophical
doctrine of creation as an analogia trinitatis, Ferdinand Ulrich and,
above all, the so-called Bamberg Trinitarian School with its most
important representatives Heinrich Beck and Erwin Schadel; fur-
thermore in the Italian-speaking world Piero Coda and his project
of a “Dizionario Dinamico di Ontologia Trinitaria” in collaboration
with Massimo Dona and Giulio Maspero, in the English-speaking
world the project of the “New Trinitarian Ontologies” and in partic-
ular John Milbank, and the project of the “Trinitarian Ontology
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of the Human Person” at the Catholic Theological Faculty of the
Charles University in Prague and at the Department of Philosophy
at the Sts Cyril and Methodius Faculty of Theology of the Palacky
University in Olomouc under the leadership of the editors of this
volume. Still largely unknown is the Trinitarian Ontology of the
German-Hungarian philosopher Béla von Brandenstein (1901-1989),
which is being researched at the eponymous research centre on this
philosopher at the Chair of Christian Philosophy of Religion at the
University of Freiburg.

However, there is no doubt that Trinitarian Ontology is institu-
tionally most closely associated with the name of its Bamberg school,
i. e. of Heinrich Beck and Erwin Schadel. The series of Schriften zur
Triadik und Ontodynamik (Writings on Triadics and Ontodynamics)
published by Beck and Schadel at Lang-Verlag, with a total of 30 (!)
volumes, is particularly worthy of mention here. The series Studies
on Triadic Ontology and Trinitarian Philosophy, begun with this
volume, can therefore be seen as a continuation of this series under
different conditions. Heinrich Beck (1929-2024), to whose memory
the present volume is also dedicated and to whom the author of this
foreword was connected in intellectual and human friendship, was
Professor of Philosophy in Bamberg until 1997. At the centre of his
thinking was the philosophical question of God and the intuition
of a triadic ontology, which in his case was inspired above all by
Thomas Aquinas. In his main study Der Akt-Charakter des Seins
(The Actual Character of Being) Beck further developed this view
of being, primarily in dialogue with G. W. F. Hegel and in response
to the “insistencialism” of the Argentinian philosopher of religion
Ismael Quiles (1906-1993), into an inner structure of the act of being
and the actuality of human being as a rhythm of execution of in-sist-
ent reality, ek-sistent ideality and con-sistent or re-insistent bonality.
His student Erwin Schadel made a name for himself in Trinitarian
Ontology primarily through the “Bibliotheca Trinitariorum” project,
which he led. The aim of this project was to analyse the triadic and
trinitarian literature as comprehensively as possible and to prepare it
for further academic processing.®> Schadel has become significant for
Trinitarian Ontology not only through his bibliographical research,

3 Cf. Erwin Schadel, ed., Bibliotheca Trinitariorum: Internationale Bibliographie
trinitarischer Literatur, vol. 1/2 (Munich et al.: K. G. Saur, 1984/88); cf. idem, “La
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but also through his comprehensive reconstruction of the contextual
structure of a triadic ontology from the perspective of the history
of ideas and mentalities, which can only be referred to here in
general terms and the exploration of which must be reserved for
future research. It exemplifies the enormously broad representation
of Trinitarian Ontology in the history of philosophy, from ancient
and medieval philosophy far into the philosophy of the modern era,
which not only justifies the new series Studies on Triadic Ontology
and Trinitarian Philosophy with a large international editorial board
on this subject area, but also makes it necessary. On behalf of my co-
editors, I can therefore only wish this new series and its successful
launch with the present volume a large, interested and benevolent
readership.

Freiburg im Breisgau, Markus Enders
24th September 2024

Trinidad como problema filoséfico,” in Separata de Estudios Trinitarios, vol. XL,
1-2 (Salamanca: 2006), 305-421.
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